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ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES
Tucson Active Management Area

400 W. Congress, Suite 518, Tucson, Arizona 85701
Telephone 520 770-3800

Fax 520 628-6759

From: Arizona Department of Water Resources,
Tucson Active Management Area

Date: January 31, 2000

Subject: 2000 Conservation Assistance /Water Supply
Augmentation

NOTICE OF PROJECT APPLICATION PROCESS

ESTIMATED FUNDING FOR 2000:  $150,000 - $225,000

DEADLINE FOR SUBMITTAL: Friday, March 31, 2000 @ 5 p.m.

I. Water Management Assistance Grant Program:

The Department of Water Resources (DWR) is now accepting applications for
funding for conservation assistance and augmentation projects that will benefit
the Tucson AMA.  The objective of these programs is to assist water users within
the Tucson AMA in meeting the conservation requirements contained in the
Management Plan and to facilitate renewable water supply utilization and
storage.

Conservation Assistance Program: The Program provides funding for research,
implementation and educational conservation programs.  The Conservation
Assistance Program for the Department of Water Resources has been in effect
since 1991.  The program has been highly successful, providing funding for many
quality programs over the past eight years.

Augmentation Program:  The Program provides funds for projects that
supplement the water supply of the AMA, or that provide information to resolve
technical feasibility issues, or to optimize the operation of recharge projects.  This
program has been in effect in the Tucson AMA since 1986.

II. Project Selection Process:

The Director of DWR, in consultation with the Tucson AMA Groundwater Users
Advisory Council (GUAC), will select projects to be funded.  Application packets
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currently are available and will be mailed upon request by contacting Nancy
Holland at (520) 770-3800.

Applications also are available on the ADWR WEB site www.adwr.state.az.us.
Previously funded or ongoing projects will be considered for continued funding
by submittal of a new application and budget information.  If you have questions
or need assistance in filing an application, please contact Christina Bickelmann,
Water Conservation Specialist at (520) 770-3816.

The GUAC has recommended that the Department consider applications for
funding in the Information and Education Program, the Agricultural Users
Program, the Municipal Users Program, the Industrial Users Program, and the
Augmentation Program.  Proposals submitted on behalf of a particular sector
(e.g. Municipal, Agricultural, Industrial) should be documented with letters of
support from sector representatives interested in participating in, or benefiting
from a proposed project.  The GUAC is particularly interested in the following
potential projects, listed in priority order by sector:

Municipal Water Users

! Promote Residential and Commercial Landscape Irrigation Standards:
Develop a program to encourage appropriate installation, efficiency and
maintenance of drip and bubbler irrigation systems in conjunction with
education of homeowners, commercial property owners, irrigation supply
distributors and installers, and landscape maintenance companies.  In
addition, the program could promote the adoption and use of drip
irrigation standards by municipalities (e.g. parks and recreation,
transportation and planning and zoning departments), Pima County and
irrigation contractors.  The program could include certification for
installers of large landscapes.

! Long Term Monitoring and Data Evaluation of new Residential Areas:
A multi-year study to develop and implement a “dual metering” program
using innovative monitoring techniques for a sampling of water use in
specific areas of the Tucson AMA.  The goal of this study would be to
understand more clearly how water is used, primarily for landscape use,
but would also survey plumbing fixtures and interior use.  Water use and
conservation practices could be monitored for a minimum of 3-5 years to
evaluate the effect of maturing landscapes, changes in conservation
behavior, installation of additional water using devices or features
(swimming pools, spas, misting systems), etc.

! Develop a Residential Water Budget Methodology that would make it
easier for water users to understand how much water they use, and set
individual water use reduction goals for their households.  This formula
could be incorporated into the water bill and/or linked to a Web site
allowing residential customers to calculate individual household water
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use goals and compare that to actual use.  Other possibilities for
conveying this information include, bill inserts, handouts, brochures, etc.
Water use goals could be based on per capita models for interior and
exterior use and could include evapotranspiration rates as a guide for
exterior water use.

! Rebate program to promote water conserving technologies, not required
by the current plumbing code (e.g. h-axis washers, re-circulating water
systems between hot water heaters and showers, sinks, etc.).  The goal is
to reduce per capita water use through installation of water conserving
devices and appliances.

! Information/Education & Turf: applications will be accepted, however,
no priorities were set.

Agricultural Water Users:

! Agricultural Irrigation Efficiency, development or expansion of
programs that promote the efficient application and use of irrigation
water for agricultural crops

Industrial Water Users:

! Use of renewable water supplies or new water conserving technology
for industrial processes. This could include demonstration projects to
encourage the use of poor quality water (such as, high TDS cooling tower
blowdown, greywater or reclaimed water)

! Conservation Education, develop programs, displays and/or
informational brochures that educate the public on water use and
conservation efforts by industrial users (e.g. mines, sand and gravel
facilities, power plants)

Augmentation: applications will be accepted; however, no priorities were set.

Following the review of applications, the GUAC will make a recommendation to
the Director as to which projects should receive funding.  The Director will make
the final decision.

Schedule:
March 31, 2000: Deadline for application submittal

  April 21, 2000: Completeness and correctness determination

   June 16, 2000: GUAC recommendation

   June 30, 2000: To the Director for final decision

 August 4, 2000: Contracting process initiated for selected projects
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